
LICENSING, HEALTH AND SAFETY AND GENERAL 
PURPOSES COMMITTEE

Wednesday, 2 September 2015

Present: Councillor WJ Davies (Chair)

Councillors S Niblock
J Salter

L Fraser
G Watt

Deputies: Councillors T Anderson (In place of A Hodson)
D Mitchell (In place of P Williams)

9 MEMBERS' CODE OF CONDUCT - DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Members of the Committee were asked to declare any disclosable pecuniary and non 
pecuniary interests in connection with any application on the agenda and state the 
nature of the interest.

No such declarations were made.

10 DESIGNATION OF POLLING PLACE FOR DEVONSHIRE PARK 
NEIGHBOURHOOD AREA 

The Head of Legal and Member Services and Monitoring Officer submitted a report 
for Members to designate St Joseph’s Parish Centre, Greenbank Road, Birkenhead 
CH42 7JY as the polling place for Devonshire Park Neighbourhood Area.

It was reported that the Council has a duty under the Representation of the People 
Act 1983 to designate polling places and that the Localism Act 2011 and 
accompanying regulations allowed communities to have more control over planning 
and development within their area.

Following public consultation, the Devonshire Park Neighbourhood Planning Forum 
and its corresponding neighbourhood area were designated as a neighbourhood 
forum which allowed the Forum to prepare and submit a Neighbourhood 
Development Plan to allow them to develop land-use planning proposals for their 
area.  The Plan would be submitted to a referendum of local electors which would be 
conducted in accordance with procedures similar to those used at local government 
elections.

The Electoral Services Manager advised that the referendum area was contained 
within LD polling district, however, the designated polling place for polling district LD 
was situated outside the referendum area boundary, therefore it was proposed that 
St Joseph’s Parish Centre, Greenbank Road, Birkenhead CH42 7JY be considered 
for use as a polling place for the forthcoming referendum due to it being situated 
within the referendum area.

The Electoral Services Manager informed Members that there would be less than 
1,000 electors attending the polling place and, in response to questions from 



Members, advised that the cost of the election would be met by the development 
area and that the Plan put forward would be for five years should it be agreed.  The 
Electoral Services Manager also advised that as the regulations state that the polling 
place should be in the neighbourhood area and due to the disruption that would be 
caused, the school had not been considered as an alternative.

It was moved by Councillor S Niblock and seconded by Councillor D Mitchell 
that – 

“St Joseph’s Parish Centre, Greenbank Road, Birkenhead CH42 7JY be determined 
as the designated polling place for Devonshire Park Neighbourhood Area.”

Resolved – That St Joseph’s Parish Centre, Greenbank Road, Birkenhead CH42 
7JY be determined as the designated polling place for the Devonshire Park 
Neighbourhood Area.
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